AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

Not all American missionaries, by long odds, fol-
lowed the seven signatories alluded to at the beginning
of this chapter, and some openly resented[the attacks
upon Mother India, spread both at home and abroad
by these individuals.  But to declare publicly for the
book needed real courage : pressure was exerted upon
most missionaries to join in the attack, and those who
catered to the Hindus in this instance stood to gain
in prestige and popularity among the most powerful
section of their public. Any missionary who supported
Mother India had, on the other hand, nothing what-
ever to gain, except unpopularity and the conscious-
ness of having honestly stood behind a conviction.
Indeed, the opinion has been offered that no missionary
could have written Mother India and remained in the
country, without grave danger to his life.1 Therefore,
it would seem that both missionaries and Indians who
speak out in support of the book should be given more
weight than is accorded those who attack it. An ex-
ample of this courage is found in the editorial of the'
official organ for the Baptist Mission's work in the
Indian Empire, issue of January 1928 :

Dr. Stanley Jones chose to write^one side of the
story only. He says in his Preface to the Sixth
Edition [Christ of the Indian Road], 'Some of
my readers have observed the absence from this
text-book of certain notes usual in missionary text-
books. . . Have these dark lines hitherto so com-
mon in the picture, faded out ? Is it all sweetness
and light ? No these things are still there. But I

1 See post, p, 147.
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